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The diagnosis and management of acute hand 

injuries on call is an essential component of plastic 

surgery residency. Providing trainees with the 

fundamental skills to treat these patients is critical to 

safe and effective patient care.

The objectives of this study were:

(1.) To implement and test the effectiveness of a hand 

call curriculum for plastic surgery residents

(2) To improve plastic surgery residents’ confidence in 

managing acute hand consultations through a hand 

call curriculum

• Hand call curriculum design:

(1) Boot camp

(2) Anatomy cadaver session

(3) PSEN online modules

(4) Skills session/refresher boot camp

• Participants:

Plastic surgery residents (PGY 1-8) from Ohio State 

University (OSU) and University of Cincinnati (boot 

camp only) 

This study proposes an innovative and feasible 

curriculum to improve hand surgery education 

for plastic surgery residents and ensure optimal 

care for patients with hand injuries. 

Findings will be used to optimize the curriculum 

and potentially implement it across other plastic 

surgery programs nationally.

There were was a statistically significant 

difference in the total number of correct test 

responses achieved by all respondents over 

time (p = 0.031) before and after the boot camp.

There was no statistically significant difference 

in the total number of correct responses 

between groups by PGY year over time 

(p=0.174), or by PGY year alone (p=0.064). 

N (%)

PGY Year (Grouped)

1-3 7 (41%)

4-8 7 (41%)

Unknown 3 (18%)

Pathway*

Integrated 11 (65%)

Independent 3 (18%)

Unknown 3 (18%)
*Total percentage based on pathway is greater than 100% due to rounding. 

Table 1: Participant Characteristics

Overall

N Mean ± SD

PGY year 1-3

N Mean ± SD

PGY year 4-8

N Mean ± SD

Pre-
Boot 
camp

18 10.12± 2.74 7 9.14 ± 2.91 7 12.0 ± 1.74

Post-
Boot 
camp 

17 11.94 ±1.81 5 12.2 ± 1.64 6 12.67± 1.63

Table 2: Pre-Post Total Knowledge 
Comparisons by PGY year^

^Unknown PGY year respondents excluded form analyses. 


